Revision Strategy #1 — Flashcards

Flash cards can be a very effective revision strategy as they allow students to self-quiz, and can
easily be used to incorporate dual coding, spaced practice, interleaving and elaborating (see
www.learningscientists.org for more information on these effective learning strategies).

Making flashcards

e One ortwo word prompt on one side and definition on
the other.
e Addvisual elements.

Common mistakes made with flashcards

1. Making and using them in a way that leads more to rote memorisation.

2. Over-using flash cards, or using them when a different tool or study method would be
more effective.

3. Spending too long on the making.

4. Putting too many concepts on one flashcard. Don’t let your brain be tricked into thinking
it knows more than it does. If you test yourself on a list of items, you run the risk of
recalling two, flipping the flashcard over, seeing the third and thinking “oh yeah — that
one too”. This can lead to the illusion of competence - thinking you know more than you
do.

Using flashcards for greatest effectiveness

1. Saythe answers aloud.

2. Addin some elaboration. TIP: Use a second deck of “instructional” flashcards to use
with the fact-based cards.

Examples of Instructions:

Draw this concept.

Link this concept to three other ideas in the topic.
Describe this concept without using any key words
written on the flashcard.

Give a real-life example of this concept.

How would you explain this concept to someone
who has never heard of it?

What is the opposite of this concept?

Why is knowledge of this concept useful?



http://www.learningscientists.org/

3. Use Leitner method.
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4. Usethem in both directions —front to back and back to front.

5. Pick 3-5 cards and lay out on the table —what connections can you make?

6. Shuffle them each time.
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